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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This communication is responsive to Amendment A, filed 2/2/2004. 

Claims 1-33, and 36-45 are pending in this application. Claims 1, 15, 16, 18, 23, 
24, 26, 31 , 32, 36, 40, 41 , 42, 43, 44, and 45 are independent claims. In the 
Amendment A, Claim 36 was amended, claims 34-35 were canceled, and claims 40-45 
were added. This action is made Final. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1-33, and 36-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by "Using Microsoft Word 97" (Camarda). 

In regards to claim 1, Camarda teaches a method for viewing changes to a 
shared document in one object comprising the steps of: opening said shared document 
by a first particular user (i.e. "retrieve and open any saved document", Page 39); 
viewing an original version of said shared document with one or more onscreen 
symbols indicating one or more users who have saved changes to said original version 
of said shared document (i.e. Figure 23.12 Page 657, the user then can turn on and off 
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the changes made by others); selecting a particular on-screen symbol associated with 
one of said first and second particular user (i.e. "specify the color [symbol] a reviewer 
will always use", Page 658); and viewing at least a section of said original version of 
said shared document with highlighted changes in one object (i.e. Figure 23.12 Page 
657), wherein said highlighted changes indicate changes made by one of said first and 
said second particular user with respect to said original version of said shared 
document (i.e. Figure 23.12 Page 657). 

In regards to claim 2, Camarda teaches a method further comprising the steps of 
entering a user identification associated with said first particular user; and determining 
whether said first particular user has permission to open said shared document based 
on said user identification associated with said first particular user (i.e. "Protecting a 
Document for Tracked Changes" Page 660). 

In regards to claim 3, Camarda teaches a method wherein upon selecting said 
particular onscreen symbol associated with one of said first and said second particular 
user a menu is displayed with a list of one or more versions of said shared document 
authored by said first or said second particular user (i.e. Figure 23.21 Page 666). 

In regards to claim 4, Camarda teaches a method further comprising the step of 
selecting one of said one or more versions of said shared document (i.e. 'To open any 
version, select it and click Open", Page 666). 

In regards to claim 5, Camarda teaches a method further comprising the step of: 
editing said original version of said shared document (i.e. "edit a document normally", 
Page 656). 
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In regards to claim 6, Camarda teaches a method further comprising the step of: 
determining whether said first particular user has an on-screen symbol associated with 
said first particular user indicating that said first particular user has edited said shared 
document (i.e. Figure 23.17 "If you hover your mouse pointer above a tracked change, 
Word displays a ScreenTip containing the reviewer's name and whether the change 
consists of an insertion or a deletion" Page 663). 

In regards to claim 7, Camarda teaches a method wherein if there is no 
on-screen symbol associated with said first particular user then the method further 
comprises the step of: creating an on-screen symbol associated with said first particular 
user (i.e. "permanently assign colors to individual members of your team", Page 659). 

In regards to claim 8, Camarda teaches a method further comprising the step of: 
saving changes made to said original version of said shared document in a particular 
file associated with said first particular user. (i.e. Figure 23.19 and 23.20 Page 665). 

In regards to claim 9, Camarda teaches a method further comprising the step of: 
saving changes made to said original version of said shared document in a particular 
file associated with said first particular user. (i.e. Figure 23.19 and 23.20 Page 665). 

In regards to claim 10, Camarda teaches a method further comprising the step 
of: editing said selected version of said shared document (i.e. "When you open an older 
version of a file, Word displays the document in a separate editing window" Page 666). 

In regards to claim 1 1 , Camarda teaches a method further comprising the step 
of: determining whether said first particular user has an on-screen symbol associated 
with said first particular user indicating that said first particular user has edited said 
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shared document, (i.e. Figure 23.17 "If you hover your mouse pointer above a tracked 
change, Word displays a ScreenTIp containing the reviewer's name and whether the 
change consists of an insertion or a deletion" Page 663). 

In regards to claim 12, Camarda teaches a method wherein if there is no 
on-screen symbol associated with said first particular user then the method further 
comprises the step of: creating an on-screen symbol association with said first particular 
user. (i.e. "permanently assign colors to individual members of your team", Page 659). 

In regards to claim 13, Camarda teaches a method further comprising the step 
of: saving changes made to said original version of said shared document based on 
changes made to said selected version in a particular file associated with said first 
particular user. (i.e. Figure 23.19 and 23.20 Page 665) 

In regards to claim 14, Camarda teaches a method further comprising the step 
of: saving changes made to said original version of said shared document based on 
changes made to said selected version in a particular file associated with said first 
particular user. (i.e. Figure 23.19 and 23.20 Page 665) 

In regards to claim 1 5, Camarda teaches a method for viewing changes to a 
shared document in one object comprising the steps of opening said shared document 
by a first particular user (i.e. "retrieve and open any saved document", Page 39); 
viewing an original version of said shared document with one or more onscreen 
symbols indicating one or more users who have saved changes to said original version 
of said shared document (i.e. Figure 23.12 Page 657, the user then can turn on and off 
the changes made by others); selecting a particular on-screen symbol associated with 
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one of said first and a second particular user (i.e. "specify ttie color [i.e. symbol] a 
reviewer will always use", Page 658), wherein upon selecting said particular on-screen 
symbol associated with one of said first and said second particular user a menu 
appears with a list of one or more versions of said shared document authored by said 
first or said second particular user (i.e. Figure 23.21 Page 666); selecting one of said 
one or more versions of said shared document (i.e. "To open any version, select it and 
click Open", Page 666); and viewing at least a section of said original version of said 
shared document with a corresponding section of said selected version in one object, 
wherein said original version of said shared document comprises highlighted changes, 
wherein said highlighted changes indicate changes made by one of said first and said 
second particular user with respect to said original version of said shared document in 
said selected version of said shared document (i.e. Figure 23.12 Page 657). 

In regards to claim 16, Camarda teaches a method for viewing changes to a 
shared document in one object comprising the steps of: opening said shared document 
by a first particular user (i.e. "retrieve and open any saved document". Page 39); 
viewing an original version of said shared document with one or more onscreen 
symbols indicating one or more users who have saved changes to said original version 
of said shared document (i.e. Figure 23.12 Page 657. the user then can turn on and off 
the changes made by others); selecting a particular on-screen symbol associated with 
one of said first and a second particular user (i.e. "specify the color [i.e. symbol] a 
reviewer will always use", Page 658), wherein upon selecting said particular on-screen 
symbol associated with one of said first and said second particular user a menu 
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appears with a list of one or more versions of said shared document authored by said 
first or said second particular user (i.e. Figure 23.21 Page 666); selecting one of said 
one or more versions of said shared document (i.e. "To open any version, select it and 
click Open", Page 666); and viewing at least a section of said original version of said 
shared document with highlighted words in said original version indicating words that 
were changed in said original version of said shared docunnent In one object (i.e. Figure 
23.12 Page 657). 

In regards to claim 17, Camarda teaches a method further comprising the step 
of: selecting said highlighted words to view changes made to said highlighted words in 
said selected version of said shared document (i.e. Figure 23.17, Page 663). 

Claim 18 is in the same context as claim 1 ; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 19 is in the same context as claim 3; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 20 is in the same context as claim 4; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 21 is in the same context as claim 5; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 22 is in the same context as claim 9; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 23 is in the same context as claim 15; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 
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Claim 24 is in the same context as claim 16; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 25 is in the same context as claim 17; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 26 is in the same context as claim 1 except that it includes a processor, 
memory and a bus. Since those hardware pieces are inherent in modern computer 
systems, claim 26 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 1. 

Claim 27 is in the same context as claim 3; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 28 is in the same context as claim 4; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 29 is in the same context as claim 5; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 30 is in the same context as claim 9; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 31 is in the same context as claim 15 except that it includes a processor, 
memory and a bus. Since those hardware pieces are inherent in modern computer 
systems, claim 31 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 15. 

Claim 32 is in the same context as claim 16 except that it includes a processor, 
memory and a bus. Since those hardware pieces are inherent in modern computer 
systems, claim 31 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 16. 
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Claim 33 is in the same context as claim 17; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 

In regards to claim 36, Camarda teaches a method for displaying a document, 
wherein said document being accessed and changed by a plurality of users, said 
method comprising the steps of: assigning an indicator to a particular user of said 
plurality of users when said particular user made changes to said document (p659, 
"Specifying how word assigns colors to reviewers"); displaying said document with said 
indicator (p663, 23.17); associating changes made by said particular user with said 
indicator (p663, 23.17); further comprising the step of: selecting said indicator 
associated with said particular user, wherein upon selecting said indicator a menu is 
displayed with a list of one or more versions of said document authored by said 
particular user (i.e. Figure 23.17 Page 663, when the user hovers over the changed 
text, a tool tip [or menu] comes up with when those changes where saved [or version].) 

In regards to claim 37, Camarda teaches a method further comprising the step of 
selecting one of said one or more versions of said document authored by said particular 
user. (i.e. "To open any version, select it and click Open", Page 666). 

In regards to claim 38, Camarda teaches a method further comprising the step of 
viewing at least a section of an original version of said document with a corresponding 
section of said selected version of said document in one object, wherein said original 
version of said document comprises highlighted changes, wherein said highlighted 
changes indicate changes made by said particular user with respect to said original 
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version of said document in said selected version of said document, (i.e. Figure 23.12 
Page 657). 

In regards to claim 39, Camarda teaches a method further comprising the step of 
viewing at least a section of an original version of said document with highlighted 
changes in one object, wherein said highlighted changes indicate changes made by 
said particular user with respect to said original version of said document in said 
selected version of said document, (i.e. Figure 23.12 Page 657). 

In regards to claim 40, Camarda teaches a method for viewing changes to an 
application in a single object comprising the steps of: opening said applications by a first 
user, wherein said application is shared by multiple users simultaneously (i.e. "retrieve 
and open any saved document", Page 39, Camarda does not specifically teach that the 
application is shared by multiple users simultaneously; however this is inherent in the 
invention because for several users to make changes to the file at the same time, the 
file has to be shared simultaneously); viewing an original version of said application with 
one or more on-screen symbols indicating one or more users who have saved changes 
to said original version of said application (i.e. Figure 23.12 Page 657, the user then can 
turn on and off the changes made by others), selecting an on-screen symbol associated 
with one of said first and a second user (i.e. "specify the color [symbol] a reviewer will 
always use", Page 658); and viewing at least a section of said original version of said 
application with highlighted changes in said single object (i.e. Figure 23.12 Page 657), 
wherein said highlighted changes indicate changes made by one of said first and said 
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second user associated with said selected on-screen symbol with respect to said 
original version of said application (i.e. Figure 23.12 Page 657). 

Claim 41 is in the same context as claim 40; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 42 is in the same context as claim 40; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 43, 44, and 45 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Prior art does not teach selecting a separate on-screen icon associated with a 
each particular different user in order to show, by way of highlighting, the changes made 
in a shared document by that particular user. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 5/27/2001 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

The Applicant argues: 

a. The document viewed by the viewer in Camarda is not an original version of 
the document. 

b. Camarda does not disclose "wherein upon selecting said particular on-screen 
symbol associated with one of said first and said second particular user a menu 
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appears with a list of one or more versions of said shared document authored by said 
first or said second particular user." 

c. Camarda does not disclose "viewing at least a section of said original version 
of said shared document with a corresponding section of said selected version in one 
object, wherein said original version of said shared document comprises highlighted 
changes, wherein said highlighted changes indicate changes made by one of said first 
and second particular user with respect to said original version of said shared document 
in said selected version of said shared document." 

d. Camarda does not disclose "selecting said indicator associated with said 
particular user, wherein upon selecting said indicator a menu is displayed with a list of 
one or more versions of said documents authored by said particular user." 

e. Camarda does not disclose, "opening said application by a first user, wherein 
said application is shared by multiple users simultaneously." 

f. Camarda does not disclose "entering a user identification associated with said 
first particular user; and determining whether said first particular user has permission to 
open said shared document based on said user identification associated with said first 
particular user." 

g. Camarda does not disclose "determining whether said first particular user has 
an on-screen symbol associated with said first particular user indicating that said first 
particular user has edited said shared document". 

h. Camarda does not teach "creating an on-screen symbol associated with said 
first particular user". 
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i. Camarda does not teach "wherein if there is no on-screen symbol associated 
with said first particular user then the method further comprises the step of: creating an 
on-screen symbol associated with said first particular user." 

In regards to argument (a), the Examiner disagrees with the applicant that the 
document viewed by the viewer in Camarda is not an original version of the document. 
In Camarda, all of the original text that was present in the "original version" of the 
document is still present in the "edited document". Though)f some of the text may be 
crossed out and other text may be added, these edits are clearly visible (through the 
use of underlining and strike-through) and unambiguous. Therefore since all the 
original text is still present and legible, it is still considered an original version of the 
document, even though there may have been some edits. 

In regards to argument (b), since each Word program is associated with each 
particular different user, selecting "file" then "versions" does in fact show you^menu with 
a list of one or more versions of said shared document. The on screen symbol is "file" 
and "version". It is inherent in Word that "file" and "versions" are each associated with a 
particular user. 

In regards to claim (c), the Examiner disagrees with the applicant's argument that 
Figure 23.12 does not disclose viewing at least a section of an original version with a 
corresponding section of a selected version on one object. In Camarda, the user is able 
to see the original document and the edited version at the same time on the screen. 
These are not separate documents, but are incorporated in each other. 
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In regards to claim (d), the Examiner disagrees with the applicant's argument that 
Camarda does not teach selecting said indicator associated with said particular user, 
wherein upon selecting said indicator a menu is displayed with a list of one or more 
versions of said documents authored by said particular user. The Examiner disagrees 
with the applicant that a menu is not being displayed upon selecting a color. The 
Examiner agrees with the applicant that Microsoft Word displays a screen tip containing 
the reviewer's name and whether the change consists of an insertion or a deletion. 
However the applicant forgets to mention that the screen tip further shows, when the 
change was made, or when that version of the change was saved. Further the 
applicant argues that no selection is being made, that the mouse pointer is hovering 
above a track change. The applicant is correct in that the mouse hovers over a track 
change; however a selection is being made because the user has to hover over a 
desired track change for a span of several seconds, by doing so he is selecting the 
track change. The Examiner would like to point out that a selection does not 
necessarily have to include a clicking of the mouse. 

In regards to argument (e), the Examiner disagrees with the applicant that 
Camarda does not teach opening said application by a first user, wherein said 
application is shared by multiple users simultaneously. Since Camarda is using a Word 
document, the document can be opened by anyone and edited; therefore multiple users 
share the application simultaneously. 

In regards to argument (f), the Examiner disagrees with the applicant that 
Camarda does not teach entering a user identification associated with said first 
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particular user; and determining whether said first particular user has permission to 
open said shared document based on said user identification associated with said first 
particular user. In Camarda the user has to enter a password (Page 660 Step 3), and 
then confirm the password (Page 661 , Step 5) in order to protect the document. 
Without this login and password, the user is not able to turn off the track changes and 
open the "original" document without the extraneous comments. 

In regards to argument (g), the Examiner disagrees with the applicant that 
Camarda does not teach determining whether said first particular user has an on-screen 
symbol associated with said first particular user indicating that said first particular user 
has edited said shared document. The applicant states that there is no determination 
step disclosed. However, when the user hovers over the track change, the screen tip is 
displayed, and the user is able to determine whether or not there is an on-screen 
symbol associated with a particular user. In addition the user is able to look at the 
colors on the screen and determine the same thing. 

In regards to argument (h), the Examiner disagrees with the applicant that 
Camarda does not teach creating an on-screen symbol associated with said first 
particular user. The applicant states that assigning colors is not the sanne as an on- 
screen symbol. The Examiner believes that since the color represents the particular 
user, it is in fact a symbol for that particular user. The Examiner suggests changing the 
wording of the claim, from symbol to icon, for better clarification of the claim. 

In regards to argument (i), the Examiner disagrees with the applicant that 
Camarda does not teach wherein if there is no on-screen symbol associated with said 
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first particular user then the method further comprises the step of: creating an on- 
screen symbol associated with said first particular user. The Examiner points out that 
the user is able to make a determination of whether or not a user has an on-screen 
symbol associated with the said user by going to tool, options, and track changes. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Boris Pesin whose telephone number is (703) 305-8774, 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday except every other Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on (703) 308-0640. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

KRISTINE KIMCAiO 

SUPERVISORY vmM EyAMiweL 
TECHNOLOGY CEMTER 210 J 



